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element in Jesus' thinking. To Paul he certainly does scant justice, 
strangely underestimating the social side of his teaching and entirely 
missing the mystical element and the influence of the mystery religions. 

The book cannot be said to make any contribution to the historical 
reconstruction of primitive Christianity. It fails as a full statement of 
the results reached by the historical method because it underestimates the 
mystical in religion. But as a vigorous polemic against obscurantism 
and an able popular statement of moderate views based upon critical 
principles it will serve a useful purpose. 

C. C. McCown 

Pacific School of Religion 
Berkeley, California 



CONCERNING THE PASTORAL EPISTLES 1 

At last we have the final discussion of the authorship of the Pastorals! 
After this treatment of Harrison's there is simply nothing more to say. 
What he has said cannot be unsaid, nor can it be used to support other 
conclusions than those which he has drawn. With a fulness which goes 
far beyond anything heretofore attempted, the entire vocabulary of the 
three letters has been subjected to a searching critical analysis which 
shows conclusively that it is not the vocabulary of the writer of the 
ten Paulines. Page after page of tabulated statistics put this forever 
beyond doubting. Further analytical comparison of the same sort 
demonstrates just as clearly that the language here used has its real 
parallels and affiliations in the writings of the first half of the second 
century, in "apostolic fathers" and apologists. The linguistic argu- 
ment looms largest in the book, but the other familiar considerations are 
not omitted. The alleged "second imprisonment" is shown for the 
mare's nest it so surely is, and the absolute futility of trying to fit the 
personalia of the Pastorals as they stand into any known or probable 
period of Paul's career is indicated with a freshness and persuasiveness 
that really do not leave the question open. 

But, with a large number of modern scholars, Harrison believes 
that Titus and II Timothy contain genuine notes of Paul, in whole or in 
part, and it is in the determination of these genuine passages that 
many will find the most interesting part of the book. The same sort of 
linguistic test that showed the epistles as a whole to be non-Pauline 
shows certain personal passages to be Pauline; it is not very difficult 
to pick out the verses. In the assignment of such verses to specific 

1 The Problem of the Pastoral Epistles. By P. N. Harrison. London: Oxford 
University Press, 192 1. vi+ 200 pages. i2s.6d. 
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notes, written at specific junctures in the apostle's career, there will of 

course be divergence of judgment. The last word has not here been 

said. If Mr. Harrison had weighed the hypothesis of an Ephesian 

imprisonment, out of which the "prison-letters" come, he might have 

made certain more convincing combinations. But he has said much 

that is wise and suggestive at this point, and made a contribution to 

this vexed question that is of outstanding importance. The sumptuous 

appendixes, giving the statistical tables of comparative vocabulary, 

with the entire text of the Pastorals so printed as to show at a glance 

the method of its composition, make the book well-nigh perfect for 

the scholar's use. All in all, the book on its theme. 

Clayton R. Bowen 
Meadville Theological School 



GOGUEL'S INTERPRETATION OF THE BOOK OF ACTS 1 

Maurice Goguel, of the Protestant faculty of theology in Paris, is 
the most useful New Testament scholar in France today. Less brilliant 
and voluminous than Loisy, he is vastly sounder and more constructive. 
The primitive Christianity which he sets out to investigate is a living 
historical movement within human personalities; Loisy often seems 
to be investigating a purely documentary phenomenon. It was good 
news, therefore, that Goguel was to issue a complete manual of intro- 
duction. The work is to appear in five volumes, covering in turn the 
Synoptics, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts, the Pauline letters, the catholic 
letters and Apocalypse. Volume III is before us; Volume IV is in 
preparation; the others are to follow as soon as may be. 

M. Goguel has done well to issue the discussion of Acts first. More 
and more it is coming to be seen as the key to all the rest of the New 
Testament. If we can come to clear understanding of the apostolic 
story which it is an attempt to tell, we have the setting for the epistles 
and the background for the development of that homiletic tradition 
which finds deposit in the gospels. Goguel has in the first place mas- 
tered his material; he knows the Greek document with extraordinary 
thoroughness. Then he has mastered the critical literature, again with 
amazing thoroughness. Far more fully than most of the Germans, he 
knows the discussions in English, especially those of American scholars. 
Torrey, Bacon, Cadbury, Lake, Burkitt, Ramsay — such names are 
frequent in these pages. And the author has mastered his method, in 
contrast to those writers who are mastered by it. In a half-dozen 

1 Introduction au Nouveau Testament. Par Maurice Goguel. Tome III: Le 
Livre des Actes. Paris: Leroux, 1922. 376 pages. Fr. 6. 



